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Posted on March 7th, 2016 Written by Jim Flannery

The Florida House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly, 105-12, on Friday to adopt a bill that would
restrict anchoring at five locations in Broward and Miami-Dade counties.

HB 1051 would prohibit anchoring from a half hour after sunset until a half hour before sunrise on the Middle
River between N.E. 21st Court and the Intracoastal Waterway in Broward County; Sunset Lake in
Miami-Dade County; and the sections of Biscayne Bay in Miami-Dade County between Rivo Alto Island and Di
Lido Island, San Marino Island and San Marco Island, and San Marco Island and Biscayne Island.

The bill gives vessel operators some reprieve from the restrictions if their boat suffers a dangerous
mechanical failure, if weather conditions pose a risk if they move their boat, or if they are attending a special
event. Recreational and commercial fishermen actively engaged in fishing; government, law enforcement,
military and fire-rescue boats; and construction and dredge vessels on active jobs would be exempted from
the rule.

HB 1051, in effect, exempts the five anchorages in Broward and Miami-Dade counties from a 2009 state law
that prohibits localities from preventing liveaboards or cruising boats from anchoring in their waters.

The bill makes the case that these waters should be exempted because they are in “densely populated urban
areas which have narrow state waterways, residential docking facilities and significant recreational boating
traffic.”

These also are anchorages where there has been user conflict between boaters and waterfront property
owners, who say boaters anchor behind their homes for weeks at a time and are an eyesore and a nuisance.

The House on Friday referred HB 1051 to the state Senate’s Environmental Preservation and Conservation
Committee, Appropriation Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic Development and Fiscal
Policy Committee, all of which have taken up a Senate anchoring bill, SB 1260, that is nearly identical to the
House version.
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Comments on: “Florida House passes anchoring restrictions bill

1. Wally MoranMarch 7, 2016 at 11:00 am
That loud cheering sound you hear? That’s the waterfront homeowners in south Florida –
the vote in the senate passed a short while ago, 36 – 2. Now the amendments will start,
with local cities throughout Florida wanting concessions. First up will likely be Palm
Beach and Boca Raton, after that, we’ll have to see.
Now the fight to REGAIN our rights begins. It will not be easy, it will take a
considerable length of time, and it won’t be cheap.
But, it can be done – we’ve done it before, now we have to do it again, and THIS time,
not buy into the promises of FL legislators who tell us all will be fine. This time we win,
without giving concessions that harm our interests, such as the Pilot Program.
Who’s in? And I’m directing this question to the marine industry, Thomas Dammrich of
the NMMA, Marg Podlich at Boat US, and others. I know you’ve been fighting, but what
now? How will you support the cruising boater out here? These laws are going to
metastasize to other states. What then?

2. Hugh Betcha March 7, 2016 at 11:17 am
It’s a great day to be a rich S.O.B. in South Florida!

3. Kent Little March 7, 2016 at 11:22 am
I agree with Wally. First restrictions here then everywhere.

4. Joe Cain March 7, 2016 at 11:36 am
Plenty of places to anchor elsewhere. If you really want to say in those areas why not stay
at a marina ?
The few cruising boaters that want to anchor in these areas are not wanted by the voters.
The river portion of Fort Lauderdale is maintained by the City of Fort Lauderdale. The
dredging by the City, is estinated to cost 6 million dollars. What portion of this is going
to be paid by someone anchoring ?
This is a democracy. The vast majority of the voters wanted this. Look at the vote count !
The few people who anchor are a special interest group.

5. Jake Feinberg March 7, 2016 at 5:19 pm
The continued non-support demonstrated by the Florida Legislature underlines the degree
of commitment these ***** people have for the marine industry, one of the largest
economic drivers in this state, zero. This latest wil most likely open the door just far
enough for other municipalities to make waves. Pun intended
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